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BiomedicalAdvisor

1. Referenceis made to your memo for the Director,6 April 1979,subject:
Plan for Respondingto Questionsby SenatorGlenn.

2. Background.

Cleanupand rehabilitationof EnewetakAtoll is essentialbeforethe Enewetak ‘
Peoplecan be returnedto theirformerhomelandfromwhichthey were moved in 1947
to permitthe Atollrsuse as a nuclearweaponsprovingground. Divisionof respon-
sibilitiesfor cleanupand rehabilitationphasesof work was confirmedby Office
of Managementand Budget (OMB]memo dated 18 October1973. This memo assigned
agencyresponsibilitiesto: Departmentof Defensefor maintainingongoingfacilities
and operationsat Enewetakand for cleanupoperations;Interiorfor rehabilitation
and the AtomicEnergyCommission(Departmentof Energy)for radiologicalmonitoring
and survey. Director,DNA is DoD ProjectManagerand is coordinatingthe cleanup
effortby MilitarySenice elementsand a base contractorthru a combinedJoint
Task GroupHeadquarters. {?

?

Currentlya totalof 973 peopleare at the atollworkingon the cleanupof
\-A.

which 657 are militaryand the remaindercivi~ians. The civiliansare’primarily
engagedin base supportoperations,constructionof communityfacilitiesand
housingunder a ‘ITPIcontractand in DOE’sEnewetakRadiologicalSupportProject.
The southernislandsof Enewetakhave backgroundlevelsof radiationcomparable
to thoseon the East Coastof the UnitedStatesand henceno radiationprotection
measuresare requiredfor personswhose activitiesare confinedto the main base
camp at Enewetak. Radiationlevelsin the northernislandsare roughlyfivetimes
greaterand entryis controlledand radiationprotectionmeasuresimposedon those
visitingor workingon theseislands. Additionally,a comprehensiveenvironmental
monitoringprogramis carriedout and appropriatelevelsof individualprotection
requiredfor all personsworkingin an environmentwhich is potentiallyhazardous.
Filmbadgesare routinelyworn by personssubjectto exposurewith thermoluminescent
dosimeters~LD) used as backup. Finallya urinalysisis done on all personsleaving
the projectwho have been workingin radioactivecontrolledareas.

3. Results.

Sincethe beginningof the projectin June 1977 to 11 April 1979,therehave
been a totalof 4,498personswho have workedon controlledislands,including
3,463militaryand 1,03Scivilians. The averagelengthof time militarypersonnel
spendon the projectis lessthan 180 days. The resultsfrom 8,552dosimeterreadings,

&
(72 h (2-0 :Cd o-h’ #%.2$%,F-i2~

$-9//3/77)~UF ~~om~~~
$

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savi;gs Plan OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

ms.aowarwlwlt Prlatlns Ottkm l*7s-241.saonola (RCV. 7-76)
GSA FPMR (4 I CFR) lol-11.~
Bol&tlz



LGEC
SUM: Requestfor Insertin the Record,HearingsBeforeSubcommitteeon Energy,

NuclearProliferationand FederalServices,Committeeon GovernmentAffairs,
6-7 March 1979

both filmbadgesand backupthermoluminescentdosimeters,receivedto date show
the averagedose receivedto havebeen 0.4 milliremand the highestto have
been 81 millirem. The highestdose was receivedby one individualand includes
70 milliremreceivedduringone timeperiod (usuallya month)and 11 during
another. The maximumpermissibledose is 1,250milliremper quarteraccording
to acceptedstandards;so, it is evidentthat exposureshave been kept to a
very low levelfor thoseengatedon this project.

THOMASP. JEFFERS
Directorfor Logistics
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